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FROll THE EDITOR'S Cl!UR 

b. Dr eam Come True . Ever since the forming of th e Northern 
Sec tion, o. D.D. C ., end more ps rticule:rly from the time of ff1/I 
London vis it lest Sep temb er , I have dr eamed of s Northe rn party 
at t ending e meeti ng of the London Cl ub . I longed for it 
pertly because i t would mean anoth er l andmDrk in our ro mantic 
s t ory , and p artly becDUBe I wee c91frlnced it woUld jus ti fy e ll 
I ha d avid about t he hospit ality end friendlin ess of th e fellow, 
11 dov..n south" . 

Well, it's happened, end on Jl\_e_ e_!t_ern ~on of ':lhit Sunda y , 
!day 13 th , 1951, I h od t he thri ll of ente ri ng • room et Lordship 
Lene, Eas t n u1wich to find • number of ff1/I no rt he rn comrades 
already in a n11118ted conve rs e V1i th London fri ends jus t as little 
over e yeB r ~go northern er had met northe rn er at th ei r :first 
ga th ering ea st r snge ra to b ecome intim at ea in fiv e minutes. 
Su ch is the magi c atmos phere of the awiftest fri endship moking 
brought ab out by th e most f ecinatu,g of a ll co ll ect i ng hobbies . 
When th e meeting settled down to busin ess it """ sh ee r de li gh t 
to sit upon th o pl ~tfo rm and survey th e ec e no; on th o right 
the f e.mili s r f so e a from 1I1f own Yorkshire, on t he l ef t th o gr and 
f e ll ows fro m London and further sou.th I number among rrq gre<1t eet 
friends. Yee , a day of days . 



-159-
You di ll b~ r ea di ng the repor t of the meoti 7l8 on enot he r 

p nge ; he r e l e t oet ju s t sa y th at ch Bi:rm~n Len, warmed the 
he art wit h tho se s o we ll chos en word s in ext ending a we lcom e 
to th e trav e ll e rs fro m th e north. 

Yorkshir emen er e SUpposed t o be blunt of sp ee ch; whe th er 
t ha t b e tru e or not th ere's no doubt th a t North ern ch a irmen 
Reg Hu dson r epli ed in o littl e sp ee ch that was a perf ec t gem , 
and on e whi ch worthily uph eld th e honour of th e north. Reg 
doesn't know of ha lf th e tr;lbutee that wer e· pa id him for th a t 
re s pon se of hi s . 

Th en t o add t o t he happy not e th e t ver sa til e f e llo w Gerry 
1.llison csms a lo ng ond reed in Yorkshire di a lect (Leeds ver s ion ) 
some v e r s e s he had compose d ior th e occ os ion. The t they we r e 
sp pr eci c t ed wos obviou s from th e reception they rec e iv ed vnd 
the requ ests - ond dem,,nd s - th r t th ey b e published in th e 
next C.D. They 're in . 

i J'ld, oh y es , t he surpri ses I go t. For in s t r.ne e , someo n e 
g rip p i ng U1/f h and ond v ch ee ry vo i ce s oying "I• m Ed Bl ig ht, fr om 
Cornw al l." The n v s miling youth informing mo in ric h Iris h I 
b rogu e , "I' m Dea s ey ju s t dropp ed in from Dublin." Still 
anoth er '"iio 'v e not c et before, h£ive we? I' m Cox of Sout hmnpton . u 
( Cprnw e lU Dublinl South&Jptonl Didn't I se y ours ws n I 
ro mentic s tory ? Gee t lt{y heed WllS in a whi rl, but, of e tru tfi 
wssn • t I thrill ed sn d happy. 

It had e ll work ed out so p erf ectly, and it must h av e b ee n 
en ve t of Provid ence th a t Bob Blyth e , of whos e br e in wes b orn 
t he i de a of en Ol d Boy s • Billok Club, WES abl e t o be boc k with 
us af t er en absenc e of G1&:l3" days. That c ircUl!lsta nce j us t pu t 
t h~ P" rf ~ct fini shing tou ch to en ev ent r.hi ch will ling er in 
th e mcnori es of Pl l who were th er e f or many o y ear to coae. 

+ + + 
Hav e you o Tele vi s ion S ot ? L.ccor di ng to s t rt emunt s i n 

London n .e,wspepers Grcyfri ors i s coming to th e t e l evision 
screen in tho n ear tutur e - 1.n Children' s Hour. i columnist 
eugges te t hat ecor ee of thoueends of vdults will cont end th a t 
Herry \lh arton & Co. sh ould app ear e t o more conveni ent hour -
for them. Do I hoar en ebho? 

+ + + 
For the Vet er ans. T"o thos e who can rec a ll th e l a t e 

Victori an. end Edwardi an days I con strongly r e conmend 
"Twenty Shillings to th e Po\md" by :I. 1!.ecQueen Pope , publi sh 
by Hut chi nsons . It contains over 400 lar go p ages of de li gh t 
ful no s t a lgi a . Ono cen s ee ego in ga s-11 t stre ets ond h ea r 
th e jingle of t he h anso m. I.nd , of perti cul ar inter es t t o t ll 



collectors is o chapter "Chums, Chips ~nd Coci c Cilts 11
• l'hGr e in 

the ru thor hes quite s lot to sey e.bout that grtind "Ch'WnB" 
se ri a l "Rogu es of the Fiery Cr oes", apparently writt en from 
mGmory. Curiously, t hough his memory f e ils him in one 

ortant particul Fr, for he· says he believes it was writt en 
by e man ce ll ed J.ne t ey . ~/ell , we coul d put him right th er e , 
couldn't we? 

+ + + 
Chang ed Da te . Members of the Northern Sec tion O.B.B .C., 

pl ea se no te that the Jun e mee ting will be on th e third 
Saturday, the 16t h inst . end not the second Saturd ay , the 9t h. 

+ + + 
1951 A"l..'"1Ufll . Goodnes st Hero ' s t he y e ar ne erly half over ! 

Next month we sh a ll ha ve to ge t the Questionnaire and Orde r 
Forms out. Owing to rnt i cipr ted pPper sho rt ages end oth e r 
diffi cul t i es wo sh a ll went · a rti c l es in in sp eci nlly go od t i me, 
so ge t go ing, won I t y ou , and so li gh ten th e t eak of 

Yours s in c e r e ly, 
HERBERT LEl:!<ENBY • 

THE ANNU!..L 

Pr esent Ste t e of the Poll 

1. .:on :.mazing Pai r ••• • ••••••• • •••••• •• •••• 241 
2 . Th e Popul er Pop ul r r ••••••••••••••••••• ,24 0 
3. Th e Bounder of Gr eyf ri ers . • . ••.•••• • ••• 212 
4. Monograph on th e Criminal Confederation 199 
5, Riso and Foll of the Boye' Friend . . ... . 193 
6. Rookwood Review • • ••• • ••••• .•••• •••.•••• 170 
7 . ':/hc t Might Hove Bee n •• • •••••••••• • • •• • •• 167 
8. Se ri a ls from Victorian Papers ••• •• •••• • 135 

-· neck end neck r ace for firat poai tion. The "Monograph' 
moves up o pl cce ega in, whi l st Rookv1ood Review ge1S just ehe ed 
of ''\That l!ight Have Been." il l nesr!y as exciting as lsst 
General Election. 

::£..~: th e complete run of Charles Hamilton's seri al " King 
Crick e t " . Sta rt ed in Boys' Realm No. 254 (Vol.5 ) !q,ril 13th, 
1907. Rev. .L.. G. Pound, S t .P eul I s Vicar age , 66 Finnemore Roa , 
Bi""'1nghom , 9 • 
SALE, Magnets end Gem, 1935 to 1940 . S • .•• ; . for li s t. 
Stei e rt, 290 i.rcmroy Road, London, 11.6. 



POPUL..R P .:.PERS OF THE P1.ST 

No. 14 - THE FIRST UNION JLCK 

By Tom l!opp erton 

L. co!IBtant sourc e of perpl ex ity to the brows er through 
bygone boys' wee kli es is the re as/ln why some journ nle flouris hed 
while others, of a t lea s t equal meri t, perish ed whil e stil l in' 
their napkins . One of these !JIYSteri ous cas ualties, a l though 
ambitiously planned , launched with care Pnd mPnn ed by "big guns", 
wee the origiru, l "Union JRck". 

Sampson Low and Co. , the publishers, set about t he ir 
incursion int o the fi e ld of juvenil e lit er a tur e with exc e llent 
i deas and a defi nit e t e rg e t. Tho pr olific and popul ~r 

••• Kingston was th e edi t or when No.l appea r ed with the 
begi nning of 1880, end when he died in th e !,uguet, no l ess " 
p erso nag e thsn George .il.fred Henty succ ee ded him. Henty•e is 
s till r name to conjur e wit h . Ther o i s o brisk deiD~nd f or 
first editions of hi s mor e th en 150 books, i>Orti cul llrly from 
.,'.Jaerica, and ev er., public libr ~ry hDs o mass iv e she lf of his 
works . The avowed object of the paper was to esch ew "go ody
goody twaddl e • • • and the pe,my dr eadful traeh": by the int ern lll 
evidence , th e r eal hope was t o bea t th e "Boys' Own Pe par" a t 
its own g,.,.e. 

JU.llg&ton himBel.f hod been 2 l eading contributor t o th e 
B. O.P. Menville Fenn , Jules Verne, R. U. Ball Pntyn e , LoUie 
Rouse ole t, Cuthbert Bede end oth ers worke d for both'pspers. 
The size end g ener a l l ayout of four eeri nls, two or three arti 
cl .ts, a short st ory and t he "f eatures" diff e r ed not at a ll. 
Indeed, on comparing t he psrollel volum es, the only advantage 
that the Rel i gious Tract Society paper h Pd wee i te monopoly of 
th e worlt of Talbot Baine s Reed, and th c t was offset by the l ee 
of those stodgy sp ece -fill ers . neith er erticl e nor e ssey, th e tj 
eo Cllll11" parsons succ eeded in wedging int o th e B.O.P. Of course 
th e name of R'.'l' .S. wee en essurence to parents anxious to k ee p 
"gella,rs lit e r eture " out of th e house but, es Geoffrey Treese 
remarks, if Henty did not actually write o b ook entitled '""Ii th 
Bible end Bayonet" , he ought to have dono, ond hie name wee 
a lso o guarantee against "blood and thunder". 

But ""a it? AB e pl're ll e l to Hamil ton Edwards• employment 
of Hercourt Burrage, we fin d popping up in Volume 4, DB the 
euthor of "Swee t Flow er , or Redskins end Pal ef ac es ", Percy B. 
St.John, the perp e tr ato r of th e peculi e r ~nd n otorious 



"Blu e DwElrf 11• ilurr age hi mself eppeor e d in th o very l a.st 
number, whil e on e of Be ll entyne's s eri e ls had th o r e s t r ein ed 
title of "The Madmen end the Pirate ". 

Te.ken in the moin, the stories re od well even to this de , 
end with sixteen peges, closely printe d from ti tlo to tail 
piece, the paper seemed e good penn-orth. (Incid ent e lly, the 
letters of the title were sh,ped from piec e s of ship ' s c eble, 
e device fl attered by imi t n tion in the id Sext on lll e ke pe per. 
It is hard to see why th e "Union J cck4' lost the ba.t tl e , unles 
the R.T .S. we e prep a r ed to subsidi"e its ben tling t o an ext en 
impossible t o o commerci a l publisher. 

No odi tor of e f owtdering boys ' j ounl.81 was ev e r hon est 
en oURh to s oy, in eff ect: "Sorry, ki ds , but we 'v e gone bust!" 
The Ainelgs l!Wte d Press h ad e ha bit of " emel gemati ng' ' t he de er 
departing with some 11re s lly liv e pe por 11 Eind making the ennow:ice 
ment s ound es if e me.j or triumph hr•d bee n ec hi eved . In th e I 
issu e for 25t h Septemb er 1883 , Henty h ad e s li g htly mendac i ous 
not e th a t "th e 'Union J r.ck', flt r,.ny r ot e f or E' ti me, will I 
ceas e to appear ." He wps mor e truthful th on he knew, but it 
wee r. v £1st ly <liffer ent "Union Jack" t hnt begon its 3,9 y et)r 
run in 1894. Henty passe d on t o B~eton ' s "Boys I OWn Magszin e11 

end Sampson Low confinedth emselv es t o gener a l pub lishing. 
They M d bad luck: th eir v en tur e des erv e d a be tt ar f at e. 

'JANl'ED Boys• Fri <>nd Libraries end Champion 4d Librari es. 
~ ext on Dl ske T.ibr nri e s. First Ser ie s 13,23; Seco nd 
se ri es 405 , 407 , 513, H .C .N. Pric e, 22 Northd own Road , 
J.1orgftt e , Kent . 

FOR SALE: Bl eck Des s , 254 pa rts, off ers. lclso maey other 
futorien ond l e t e r boys• b ooks for disp os a l. s . ... E . for list. 
Rouse, 3 St . Leo narda Terr ac e , Gos Hill, Norwich . 

HELP! HELP!! ~/a nted Magne ts No8s . 1467 en d 1175 to 1185, 
1244 t o 1246. "Robby", 13 Rapha e l Road , Hove 3, Sussex . 

w:Jfl' ED: Sexton Blok e Libr ories 1915-34. Top price pe i d for 
wente d numbe rs. :.is o Ne ls on Lee s 1915 -17 e nd Dixon Hawke 
Libraries. R. Rous e , 3 St. LeoMrds Terrac e , Gos llill,N orwich. 

£1 =H OFFERED for 1920, 1925 , 1928, Holi day Annuols. Ne lson I 
I,ees 1919 to 1932 off er ed in exchange fo r oey Hamil t one. 
Charles van Ren en, Box 50 , Ui t enhege, South Jric El. 
WANrED: "!lumen Bet" s oriel 1913-1914. E.V .Hughes, "Ce swoll", 
~lsb or o ' Rood , Bogn or Regis. I 



THE !.'EI.50!! LI::E COLUllll 

(ill cOl!l!IIJIU.ce tions to Robert Blythe, 
46,Corleton Rd.,Bollowey , London,H . 7. ) 

Hell o there! :.fter th e t errific build-up thnt Len g..ve m 

los t month, I hop e th 11t IIIY monthly screeds will not come •e 

too lllllch of sn l'nti-clim,,x . J,n;fwey I'll ohenc e it. 
I must eey- that it feels e bit strange wr i t ing this col 

ege in efte r so long os sbeence . Doubtl ess twt f eeling will 

soon weer off , but pt the moment I reel r ather lil< e r n- boy 

on hie firot day , or per!Ulps it 'IIOuld be• b e tt er s imil e t o sa , 

on Ol d Boy returning to the old schoo l. The surroundings nre 

eirril11r, but the mecy- new f'oces erowid end Pbout gi.ves on 

e l emen t of strangeness. 
Befor e I go on t o s oy on:, more { end l' m not certoin whet 

I ' m going to soy y e t!) I ' m sure you will ell went to j oin with 

me i.n expressing a vote cf thonk8 t o our o l d fri end Len , who 

bas been carrying on thi s co lumn so ably for the pret 14 mont 

Len is so octiv o in the hobby ond hos so mttn,y thingo on h r nd 

these days, that it has a lw ays been e'aource of wonder to me 

tha t be msneged t o come up to sc r e tch with his contribution 

esch month . ilnd so Len, on b ehalf of a ll o f us , Allo...- me t o 

say - "Umv thcnks f'or ell your good work, r nd mey we heor 

from y ou aga in fr equ ently in f'uturo pege s of th e C .D." 

Prior to screwinf, up 1J1Y energy to th o point when I ectue l 

made s stert on this epietl o , I decided to g i ve IJIYB~lf a 

ro f'r esher course , end study ...tiat h rs already been written in 

this column abo u t the Ne lson Lee , to put IJIYSelf in the pictur " 

ns th ey wer e fond of s eying in th e anJ\Y. ':'/ell, to quot e 

er. Howrrd , I 'ifAS W,AZEIH ! D' you know that thi s Ne lson Lee 

Column hos been appearing ove r since No. I} of the C.D. end s o 

much hos been written, ond in suc h detail , that rt fi r st I 

though t I' d had it! Rowevo r, upon du e co nsid er nt io n , I doci d d 

t hat oil was not quit e los t , for th ere were s t ill vn ri ous 

avenue s t o be explored, a ls o some eras e completely unch arte d ! 

To help thingo along, end working on th e principl e that tw o 

{or more) heeds e r e better th en ono, I got i n touch with 
se veral Loe-it e a , end ee e rosu1t , suggestions hav e been co 
f'rom oil quarters, e ll or which I hope t o deal with in tho 

near future. 
In the meont i me, I' d like to dee l with c point r rieod by 

Cedric Groocbridg e . Re holds f orth thus. - "-- wi th 



~~~~~~~~~~~--164-~~~~~~~~~~~, 
r ef erencs to E. s_ Brooks' r emerka r bout llllvillg written a ll tho 
St.Franka ysrrui. surely this is .not COft'<:ct. How could a 
writer of Brooka• collbr e tu= out jmik like the short St. 
Frenka yerna of the 1930 er r.? Rem&mber •tum ~ricrs 
pl o7ed St..Fronka •t footbflll? (In 1931, I believe. ) Thi s 
s t o17 coul d not poae ibly be written by Brooka." 

Uell no", t he St.Franka stories in th e 2nd ll.S. is one of 
thoae ,mchsrt ed eres s I wee t al king about• md I 81.lppO&e that, 
lik e 111)'8111!., 7 ou have probably reed t hem ance end hBTe never 
bothered t o r11-reod them., b ecs ue11.,. after ell. tbv weren't all 
that bot. Thie W>le the period when. e9 l!r. B:rooka hes said, 
he felt that he wee "flogging o deed horse". Remember th•t 
he wr.s hnrlng e I'M' deel from the A.P . en1 h•d t o stand rside 
whilet the n.,... editor pl oyod ducks end drekee with th11 old 
pep11r. Howwer, per8o ncl ly, I nwor reell7 oonsidared the 
possibilit7 of "subs" writing oeything under Brodlts• name. 
Anyhow, I looked up the cop7 Cedric wee t alking •bout, •nd I 
l!IWlt conf11aa th a t it didn't re od like Br ooks• even in one of 
his off moments. Perhaps you• d lik e to check this 7ourself. 
You'll find it in No.43, 2nd N.S. "Sointa v. Fri ere• . In 
this sto17 too, ther e will be found mention of several of the 
Homilt on sch ools, but none of Ilrooks •. B~or in mind elso th,q 
et this time (19H) the l est of the st ories .writt en by "subs" 
were •ppeerlng in the "11.agnet " end "Gem". Incidentally, this 
particular .8t ory did not cerry th e usw,l C%'edi t, "writt en b7 
E. S. Bro oks." 

Cen it be the1, rfter ell ., th e N.L. ..,,. not entirely free 
of "hack" wri tore, in spite of whet hos b een seid t o the 
eontre17? 1• d be v ery int erested t o hear from aey one who ceres 
t o peee en opi ni on on oey of th e St.Fr onka tales eppeering in 
the 2nd ll.S. I.lost of 7ou., I should imagine. possess some 
copiaa• of thia series, so how ebou t us putting our heeds to
gether end teying t o fath om out this IIIIZl'q IIQ'&tery? 

T ou will r<llllember th st •hen s new bar•• paper appea:red, 
or when some change wes imminent. it '"' • the custom to offer 
fr ee gifts! Well, I thought it would bo rather a bright idee 
if I did the J1811le sort of thing_ Not to off'er fre e gifts, l et 
me beaten to add • . so stand beck ther e1 llo! I esn do bettor 
t han tbet. I ·lumi in m:, 11oeeeseion tw o ~ li5S in 
i,lr . Broolts~ lumdwriting. (Obtefned b:,' Len., as o result of 

• 5..B. attendiJJg th e club ;nesting. ) These IClS ere a story of 
t.Jim'e called "the Terrible Thre e 's Snl:f", 'lmd o "Beys' Friend" 
orn "Stage b7 Ste e", both written in l 10. Row if ou care 



~~~~~~~~~~~~-165-~~~~~~~~~~~ 
to borrow t h~m, I'd be onl y to o pl ease d t o post t hem on t o you. 
First come , first s erv ed ? 

And now t o g la dden th e heart of Ji m Southwey. Jim e.sked 
me eons ego (or so it s ee ms) f or a li s t of the s e rial s in the 
N.L, I start ed t o do this in No ,38, but t na t• s so f er as I 
got l I think that this li st will be of partic u lar int ~r es t, 
in asmuch as it prov i des s uch an exc ell ent opportunity for a 
sp o t o f r e s ea rch work. Nea rly all of th e s e serials ·wer e 
..:it her r eprints, or were r eprinte d , at one tim e or another , of 
th at I f ee l cert ain, Anyway , where I can , I'll add this 
inf ormati on . If eny of y ou kn ow when any p articular se r i a l 
wes r eprint ed, o r from which paper it wee r eprinted, I'd be 
gra teful if you' d dr op me a lin e . 

Her e goes th en . 
O.S .No' s 1- 18. The Boys of Ravenswood Coll ege , by S.Cl er k Hook 

(Reprint ed twic e in Boys• Fri end Libr ary, 
1s t s eries , No ' s 321 & 463 . ) 

19-37 . In Pol ar Seas , by Fent on Ash. 
38- 52. Neil the ~reek er, by Davi d Goodwin. 
55-98. The I s l and of Gol d, by Fent on .lsh. 

(Rep. in B.F. L. 1s t Ser. 435 . ) 
" 106-13 0 . Th~ Boxing Sail or , by J.rt hur S. Hardy. 

(Rep. in D.F.L . l at Ser. No .432. ) 
"131-16 0. In th e Grip of t he Hun, by Cl ement Hal e . 

{Rep. in B.F .L. 1st Sor. 440 . ) 
" 162- 193 . The ChUl:ls of Li ttl eminst er Sch ool , by ;,.S .Her dy 
" 194- 219 . The, I!ous o in th e J ung le , by .lfr ed .:.rmi t og<>. 

(Rep . i n D.F . L. l at s~r . 499 . ) 
" · 220-241. I n Tr ack l ess Space , by Robert './ . Comrade (E . :-,.r; . 

(Rep. in ~ .F.L. 1st Ser . 504.) 
" 242- 273 . Thr ee Doys in Canada, by S . S . Gordon. 

(Rep . in B.F.L . 1s t Ser. 548 . ) 

I.nd now, finally, f or the titl es . I se e that it is 
cus t omery nowadays t o give 40 ea ch month. Thi s bei ng s o , and 
t her e bei n,; only another 239 t o go , it means that we shall 
fini sh in six months ti me. 

1s t New uories: No, 141 , St . Fr anks in South ;.t r ie s . 
142, Tr apped by Dushre llclers; 143, Lost in th e Dush; 144, The 
fule laid e Tes t Mst ch Sensa ti on; 145 , St.Fr anks a t tho Test 
Matc h ; 146, In Unknovm ~uetr s li e ; 147, Tho Vvlley of Surpri scls ; 
148 , "Hurd Lin es , Har dy . "; 149, The IJdl b0urne Tes t Mat ch 
Triumph ; 150, ~t .Fr enk s in N<>W ZeAl end ; 151 , Tho Peri l of 
th e Pocific · 152 , Tho St .Fr enks .c.pr il Foo l s; 153, Tho Sne ek' ~ 



~~~~~~~~~~~~-166-~~~~~~~~~~~-
Pvr t'ldis c.; 154 , Dos s of th e Rc !Ilove; 15 5 , Th e D::'INh.fell of I 
Nipp ~r; 156, Scorn ed by th o Sch ool; 157, Mutiny; 135 , Tho 
St.Franks Menflg uri t#; 159 , :lond f orth's Holi it ey Fli r tation ; 
160 , Th v St .Franks S ch ,>ol Tr oin; 161, S t.Franks in th o 
1'!id1Bnds ; 162, The St . Fr onks Touring School ; 163 , The School 
Tr a in in Sc otl and; 164 , .a-chic ' e Lancashire Lass; 165, The 
.. idn e ppcd Schoolb oys; 166 , \"lilly decl ar es '7sr; 167, Tho 
),(ystery of th e Cav e ; 168 , The Rivsl.SportsmBn ; 169 ,St .Frsnks 
in th e "T a lki es "; 170 , Dank Holiday in Brighton; 171, The 
Ariz ona Col < Coa st ; 172, Into t he Redskins • Trap; 1n , At 
Gri ps wi t h th o Redmon ; 174, The Schoo lb oy Gol ds eekers; 
(No t e: No' s 171-174 sliehtly rewritten, appe ared as a novel 
onti tl e d "Dese r t Gol d" by Robert · 1. Coraredc . ) 175, '7nldo th e 
1·1on der Doy ; 176, Spoofi~ the River House; 177~ 'fJoldo's Fo e ; 
178, The Arr es t ed Sch oolboy; 179, In Jmothor's Name; 180, 
Ht:r O end Cod . 

ThPt' s the l ot . Chee r io ! till next Clonth. 

RBSULT OF COLLFJ::TOfl'l' , IG <:5'!' VC'll'I'l'G CON'J''0T 
Hec t 1'7o 

Th ,;r o.:: was o l ar go cmt ry f or this co n tes t, and th e f o llowing is 
th o fin ol p l ncing of th e v.ari Ou s Se ri es , os detenninod by th e 
popul ~r vot e : -

1. C • Th o Chine Se ri es . 
2. 11.. The Rewing-Scuth Sees Sedea . 
3. H. The :.{eul over er-S outh See s Ser i es. 
fl.. D. The Konye Series. 
5 . Il . The Hollywoo d Se ri es . 
6 . E . Thu ;:.:gypt Se ri es . 
7. F . The:: Brazil 5 e:ri es . 
8 . G. Th o Texr ·s Se ri es . 

7'h ..: t , ... ..) lco <li ne 8 1..;r ios, viz. Tho Chi na Se ries and The Rcd wing 
South Seas Sa ri os will , flS o r esul t . of this heot, b e included 
in t he Finnls. 

The Ed i to r h os cr r e fu l ly cons i de re d every entry in t he 
c cntestt and is r.J:E'k:ing the folloviihg awar ds: -
.\ pos t el or der fo r 15/ - ia being s ent t o "I. L. '.Tilli emson , 

4 10 , orucwood Lon e , Leeds • 
. , pos tal or do r f or 5/- ie bein,£ sen t t o 

R V. Denn e tt, 64 Dudley Road , Ti pton. 
J '" jw d-c vve-r ed MFgnct i s bciill J sent to 

E • .. f. Cox , 29 Coris br ook<.: Driv e , Soutt. ompt on . 



r-~~~~~~~~~~~-161~~~~~
~~~~~~~ 

~ Bl u e -c over ed Ge.J i s being se nt t c 
V, Pag e , The Modern Sch ool, Surbit on. 

liorE: - The acut e paper sh ortage Ilea del oyed t he progr e88 of 

this con test , but it is hopod thet it wil l be poss ibl e t o 

includ e th e COUpon for t he }rd heot with this is s ue, 
PLEIISE VorE, 

HAllILTOIIIA 

Conducted by Herb ert Lockonby 

Going through &ome press-<>uttings t he ., ther .;v.,ning I cam 

ac r oae one clipped fr om tho "MElnchester Evuning News" of 

December 6th, 1945. Thet •s ret h er s l ong time ego , but it 

etruck me it ' s still of consid er rb l o i nt or ce t , especially t o 

Hemil t onians . 
It .was e review of ''S r turdey Dook" of th e t y eor, wr1 tt en 

by tho l e t e George Crwell . i,.s most o f you know,s ome time 

oarli or tnat provoc otive critic had in a book of his mede soo e 

ceus tic comments on th e Gorn and Megnot , coamonts wh.ibh h~d 

drewn r n eff ect iv e r ot ort from Fr e nk Richords hi.Ds8U. 
Woll , it is illumi na ting t o not e that in this r eviaw 

runni n.; t o c goo<! two columns Orwell devoted two-thirds of i t 

t o on r ut obi ogre phic r l Prticl e Fr cnk RI.chards had wri tten f or 

it . ( Inci d~nt r lly, nor rly nl l th e o th e r revi ~'Wors did th e 

s eme thing des pit e ""'n.Y oth or import cnt contribu t i ons in th a t 

edition of Soturdey nook). Rcr e or e somo qu ot es, 
"I hrv e kn~Wll r bnrrrg o brll oon ni cknruned Bil ly Bunt er 

by it s crew , nnd I hr ve known th e some nome rp pli od t on 

pI'-'miSing pvrk "r on o f orm. 
"In n eith er cas e , probably, did the p eople who us ed tho 

nume know its ori8in, Thet is t ome , l'nd in hie in tere sting 

articl e Mr , RI.chards tells how he achieved it." 
He th en goes on t o roter t o th o time whe n he end Fr ank 

Richerds hod crossed swords , and mrutos thi s fr onk runende 

honourabl e . 
"In reprinting th e essey I hav8 corre cted th e ori.gizwl 

err or ( the st s tl!lllent that th e 14Bgnet ond Gem st ori es wero 

wri tt en by rel,.ys of heclt writere) but in cASe this re "ches 

Fr enk iU.chord e • eyes I shoul d lik e t c, wq,lo in h9" I coma t o 

mcl<o it. The f ac t ie th ot it just e i d not strik e c e ns 

nossibl e th at C "ll/f human being coul d writ e e l ong compl et e 



1 68-~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I
' st vry l:VC r.f w ... 1..k f ..,r_ 30 y 1.;~rs. In t hr t t i mo !Jr . Rict-.r:r ds 
pr oduc (...i s c..r.:iothi no· 11.k~ 45 ,000 ,COO wor ds . As f' jourrwlist 
who works f rirly ho rd to pr oduc e C'bout 150,(X)Q wor ds ci y etir 
I find this just unima g inable. Howev~r, it is quit e true i\B 

I no:·1 kn ow fr om sev ...:ral sources •. 
Mr. Rich ords edds th r t cn e of his ambitions is t o write 

r o ook on r ~li g i on. I l ook f ol"\vard t o that work . Mee nwhil e , 
goo d luck t o h i m end soon may the Gem Pnd Magnot r eeppesr." 

V/ell, that wa s hon e st ~eywey , and I have a fellow f eeling 
for GcorgG Orwell f or, oa I said i:n the last Jl.nnuBl , I had a 
suspicio n in th e ear ly days that Fronk Richards ond Martin 
Cliff ord were c ne and th e sPmo, but I h es i tated beca us e tw o 
st vri cs a wee k s eemed c lmost imposs ibl e f or one man. 

There 's £1 pat he tic no te r bout that review., fo r th ough 
Fr tmk Ric h.?r <le' bock on r e l igi on hE\s been wri tt on , Ge1 . .1rge 
Orwell ' a hop ~ th ot he mPy somedey r el'd it will never bo e:tl 
fUlfill ed , vs he hes n ot liv ed t o s oo it pu1Jlish ed . Somo of 
us mc,y be .l!I.Or e f ortun Eit e . 

(Nut e .- .l.B I rmt icip Dt cd , 1!.r . J ones' a rticl e on J .• H. Pcnt elow 
l~month cr ee t od e l ot of inter es t, r l though not all ogr eed 
with hi s criticism, for th e ol d edit or of th e Gem and Magnet 
h e.d quite o f e ithful oend of f c ll owers . 

Now her e 's e caref ul study of Cliv e :a .. F onn. The clues 
}:r. J cnes gi ves wil l pr ov e r:10st us ef ul. !L L. ) 

Cli vc F GM f's fin I mi t r.t or c f Charl es He mil ton 

By S . F. J onos ( Pcnri th,?J .S ... -: • , 
;1.us tr elie) 

Fenn is n'.J-r.1.nPn imi t r t or. Lerge por tions rif his r'rork 
b ee r c f~irly close r cscmb l m:.co t o th a t of Hc.mil ton. He 
l o ses hi s skil l, hm:ov er , a t dr emstic or exciting p oints of 
the na rr C1tive , in othe r words, he is in c l ined t o b e ovc r
str r in e<l !!n d Wl duly hectic . no st of the characteristics whic 
dist inguish hi m fr om t he h!r ster era c onfin ed t o th i s incline -
t ion . Her e er e some of th em: -

( r) The fr equent use of "i,ty h !lt t 11 

is t o mnke this excl flmf'ti on P stutter : 
pec uli nrity is t o repe a t th e first p• rt 
"y ou - you r otterst 11 

~ peculiarity of Fe 
"rnum-fl\Y hrt ? 11 --'..nothe 
,:,f th e exc l omBt ion: 

(b) The v~rb 11howl 11 is f' f avourit e . Thei adjcct iv o 
11 

"" r, • . "You h owli · c r>tl' i s E'noth e r . 



,------------ - 169- ----- -------
( c) J.. v erb of sey-:1.ng is frequ ently r ep lw::ed by: 

(i) ""napped", (ii) "Hiss ed", ( iii) "gritted" ( s horribl e 
blemish, this one), (iv) "grinned". The participl e "grinning" 
is e vsrieti on, e .g . "seid Tom, grinning." 

(d) 11Great pip\ 11 or "Oh, gre et pipt" er e exclrmati o111dona 
t o death by Fenn and become weery, stale, flat and unprofit abl<. 

( e) Fenn is capable of such things es "Whet the jumping 
Jingo!" I'm inclined t o think that Hamilton ~oul d neve r hev e 
allowe d this intruder within the walls of his ecedemi es. 

( f) When Fenn is in charge an e,ccited person• s eyes must 
always gleam - "'I'll t e ll 7ou," sai d Ge,-, his eyes gleaming.' 
One of Fenn• s Gr eyfriers series contained within tw o pcge s 
fiv e examples of this expressi on. He probably woul d heve had 
six if an illus tratio n had not intervened. 

(g) Look f or the word "Phew!" Fenn is fond of it es Pn 
expressi on of surprise. 

(h) I'm not sur e , but I thillk th e t the edverb " gr imly" is 
more frequ ent in Ferm thPn in H~milt on. Su , I be li ev e ~s th e 
v erb "nodded ". The expression: "Ho 1 hD, yes~" occurs more 
th an once and so unds like one of th e imit ato r's peculi arities , 
n ot Hcmilt on•s. 

Oth er peculiarities:-
( a·) Fenn fr equently end s c sentence with "t houg h" , e .g. 

"Go qui e tly, th ough." I reg e rd thi s ns o v e ry imp ort ant m,,rl< 
in th e i de ntific a ti on of Fenn stories . 

( b } J.. spee ch is oft en int e rru p t ed by P.n exc l emt'tion which 
po ints t o an unexpect ed developm ent ,n the st o ry, e . g . "They 
must hav e s li ppe d r ound rge in They coul d s ee our comp f r om 
the cliffs, of course. That' a why - Look~" This i s quit e 
in keep~ with Fenn ' e hectic emoti onPlis m. 

I hevcn •t enough mat eri c ls t o enPble me t o s oy whethe r 
Fenn make s eny m:l.stAkes Pbo ut hi s Greyfri a rs and St.Jim ' s f l' ct,. 
I deresey he dvea occasionally, but in ge n er a l he se ems f Pi rly 
eccurote. One thing I did notice, howev er. In ono s t ory Ton 
Merry ca lls Mann ers "Hsrry,"without n eed prob vbly if you t ake 
your c onons from Hamilt on. 

Gene r a l: 
Fenn wri tee s go od interesting st ory. Ha f .e ils t o r eo ch 

th o msster bec aus e he l ocks Hemilt on•s P" lish and ex quisit e 
toste. Ria ch.arocterisation suff ers bec~use charE1cteri se ti on 
de pends no t only on ac ti on but on a subtl e man egement of 
diel oguo which seems beyond him, He is e l e ss r est r a ined, 
cru de r Hamilton ; n good writ er f or boys, just ('llOth er imit e t oi 
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fo r Eidul ta who we nt some thi ng more t hem f'I me r e story . 

?-TOTE: I hav e confine d tl\Y quotatio ns to the 11Niopy 11 s eri es 
oft he Gem of 1925. Tho se who a r e i nteres t ed mey look fo r 
other sto ri es s howing t ho same cho r ect er i stics . Gem No.1 5 2 
woul d b ..t an exampl e. It must be re member ed t hat s ome of t he 
charact er is t ics I have mentio ned might be used by Hemilto n at 
va r i ous t imes - it is the ir ja rri ng r epetit i on tha t bet rays 
the imi t sto r. Some , I f eo l , coul d never bo us ed by Hamilto n. 

THE PICK OF THE smIES. No. z. 
MPJ UNG-011r SERIES. 

That this t ype of story enjoy ed greet 
popul ar ity i s proved by th e fe et t hs t t hey wer e p l ace d first 
in a vo ting contest run by the Col l ectors ' Di ge st r e c ent l y , in 
which nea rly one hundred readers voted . Berrings out were 
f air ly f requ ent at Pl l th e Schoo l s, but occ urr ed most often llt 
Gr eyfi:ie r s. 

Prob ably th e firs t of a ll was t hat ve ry famous " BOB 
CHERRY'S ll.\RRING-011r" which app ear ed sbou t 19 12 . Actu a lly it 
wtia not l' series, but e single s tory wi t hin the se ri es in 
which t he Bounder d ispose d of a ll the F,mous F iv e one af t er 
th a oth er. For many y es rs, it wos t he beck rmmber of the 
Magne t most sough t • 

One of t he v ary best of t hi s type of sto ry woe t he 
JUDGE JEFFRIES se r ies, pub lishe d i n 1917 . It cont a in ed me.ny 
or i g i ntl twists ond cont a ine d fo r the fi r st tim o t he i dea of 
e Se cr et Soc i e ty omoJ16 th o juniors. 

In 1922, the Sixth Form went int o r ebe ll ion end be rr cd out 
c new H~E'd, Dr. CC'rnf orth . ii br i ght lit tl e se r ies , outst snr:ling 
t o some ext e nt on acco unt of th e "bl oods " boi ng in r eve l t 
oge i nat s uth ori ty . 

In 1926, Mr. Qu el ch woe dismissed in e 7- s to ry se ri es . 
Th e rebe ls moved i n t o Hi;;h Oaks , e large hous e bough t by 
Meul evere r . The s eme plot had bt.:en used , l oc k , s t ock , and 
bE'rr el , e t Rookwood some ye rr s befo r e when Mr,. Gr ee ly woe 
1iemise ed . 

An exc e lle nt s e ri es of this t ype wM t he Barri ng-o ut 
ege inst Mr. Br ende r, the new Dutch Headmast er. This se r ie s 
e:,pe• r ed i n t he r.logn et in 1930 . In 1934 the Remove "b arr ed " 
out on Popper's I s l etJ:ld, in suppor t of famt er who had bee n 
un ju s tly ~xpe ll ed . Nin e f r irly inter es t i ng yarns , which 

I nerhune sli ,:(htly ove rst ~y ed th oi r vre l c ome . 
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In 1937 , l.'Ir . Hacke r bvcflme Hcf1d, fl po s i tion f or which h e 
v,as un s uit ed . Tl".e Remove borr ed -out in th e Tu ckshop. This 
seri es woe overp l ttye d Pnd did not show Fr ank Ri chvrds at his 
boat by S1J¥ means . 

Be rr ingi-e ut s were not s o fr equent a t St. Jim's, but e fin o 
series , be f ore the plot bec eme too hackneyed, eppeer ed ebout J 
1924 , when t he j uniors bs n- ed-o ut , - onc e aga in in a tu ckeho p -
in support of Tom Men-y. I t woe a uniqu e series , i n thllt th e l 
r ebelli on took pl ace ove r t he Christmas voc ot ion. 

4t Rookwood , t oo , th e juni ors appee red t o be mor e respect
ful of auth ori ty and k ept th ei r barring -o uts t o a minimum. 0nJ 
one occesion, th ey barr ed out in tr ench es , t o sh ow th eir ennoy
ence with th e Heed fo r no t exp ell i ng Let trey, wjjo had b lind ed 
morningt on. 

Even in Cenada t hey had barring-outs . The CedAr Cr eek 
fel l ows onc e barr ed out th e new He£1d when Miss Mul'd ows was 
d i smiss ed. 

l,'r cnk filch ords has t old u s th a t Pt th e i.Jn8lgsmat ed Press 
th e mot t o was somet hing lik e ''Wh en in doubt , stage e be rri ng 
out". Bar ri ng-o ut se r i e s were undoubt ed l y popul ar. Exac t ly 
why , it is diff icul t to sa y, f or t hey s el dom or never c on
t a in ed very s trong pl ots, end th o chsr oc t or pon- p icturee were 
neg ligibl e. Probably it wee the "c l d .h.dem11 in most of us, 
which qui e tly enjoys P littl e bi t of e l epetick end rev o lt 
ogainst constituted authority. 

MDgnet Ti tl es (c ont d . ) 

( s) denot es Substi tut e. 

673, (S ) Ponsonby •s Vic tim. 674 , ( S) The Hunawey •s Return. 
675 , (S ) Driv en fr om Schoo l. 676., (s) Hie Bl underi ng Bas t. 
677, (S) Bill,Y Bunt er ' s Smuggl er. 678, (S) Sc ar ing th e School 
679, (s) Hen-y flhart on •e Sacrific e . 680, (S) The Form-mast er' 
Di egroce . 681 , (S) By qinge te's lii d . 682 , Thin Bunt er . 683, 
(S) The Schoolboy Pro t ect or. 684 , ( S) Bunt e r the Swot. 685, 
(s) Ri va l s of th e River. 666 , (S) Maroon ed . 687, (S ) W~king 
up Juo nzo. 688 ,( S) Skinn er's Secr et Soci e t y. 689 ,Deaf Bunt er. 
690 ,( S) Bob Chon-y ' s Luck . 691,(S) The Sch ool boy Fil m St~ rs. 
692,(S) Meuleve r er' s Peril. 693, Bunt er's Pic ni.c. 694 , (S) Th e 
Veng eencu of l'lu Feng . 695 ,( s) Wun Lung ' s Feud. 696 , (S) Sports 
men fr om th e North. 697 ,(S) Sl ee per s of t he Renova . 698,(S) 
Tho Hous eboa t )tys t ~ry . 699,( S) u unt er t he Bendi t . 700 , (S) 
Cokc r's Conqu es t. 



F.STIVAL CF DRITI.IN 

Northern Lee ds and London Ol d Boys• Book Clubs, 
Grand Doubl e Number Combined Mve ting. 
Hume House, East Dulwich, London, Sund ay !fey 13th, 

llnother memorable milestone of th e hobb7 was passed on 
\Vh1 t-Sundey when the Leeds and London Clubs combined to meet 
at Hwne House und er the euspices of London che irmsn Len pee~, 
Ten membere contrived to meke th e journey from th e north, these 
being Vic e - president Herb ert of York, Gerry Alison, Norman Sm1 th, 
Reg Hudson, Miss Vera Coetes , Mr. and Mrs. C. Danks with I 
daught e r Christin e , ell of Leeds , Ern est end Marjori e Hubbard 
of Sheffi el d . From Pedstow in Cornwall came Edward Bli ~ht end 
James Deasy flew over from Dublin to compl ete th e Long distanced 

travell ers. ~ Lon don Chairman Len openerl the pr ocee~ ings w1 th a hea r ty 
welcom e to the distingui shed viai t ors. His opening addres s 
was .,reetly applauded end Northern Chairman Red Hudso n sui tab 
r eplied with some very appreciativ e r emarks which must hav e 
werm<x! the hearts of ell Lendon club members pr ese nt. 

Gerry .tlison then r ende r ed a very fine po em h e had wr1 tte n 
ab out th e meetint; end th e F es tival of Dri tein which was given I 
a very fine ovation at i ta conclusion. Following this, Vice 
Pre siden t Herb ert r;av c on e of his de li::htful nos t al'l' ic speeches 
and then the usua l mee ting formsli ti cs ,,ero quick ly disp osed of. 
Many l e t te r s of apologi e s wer e r ead fr om the vari ous m\:mbcr s 
that were unabl e t o at t end . 

Chairmen Len hed dev is ed a very fine Quiz and her e the 
Londo n clu b excell ed as Josi e Peckman , upholdinl ~ t he family 
honour, tied w1 th Cha rlie Wri ght for tho first plt>ce, Third 
pl ace was secure d for th e nor t h by our Horbert. Fourth pl ace 
was anothe r ti e es Dob Blyt he end Bob "lhit e r beth had the same 
points. Th en f oll owed vory ~ood effort s by Gerry Allison, 
Norman Smith, E. llUbberd end Uiss Ver a Coates. 

4 grand spree d followe d and then eft er Len Peckman had 
heartily welc omed Dob Blyth e back t o the foH a fter his r Qcent 
long illn uss, t he meeting was de clared closed as r ega r ds 
f ormsli ti es end then th e s ocial side came int o be i ng w1 t h a 
very grand ga t-t QGether. Conversa ti ons and r eminiscences 
wer e th e or<l er of th o day and it was a v ery happy throng thet 
wende d their wey home after one of th e fin est gc t- t oge t he rs 
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in the hi s tory of the hob by. · I 
London cl ub mtmb~rs present we ~e Dob Mortim er, Dern.a.rd 

.Prime., I an t.,hit more , Alan Stewe rt, A. Young, Hylton Flatman , 
Jim Perrett , Herry Homer Ted Cox who had come up f rom Southamp
ton, Cha rli e, Oliv<> end hl en ':"/rig ht, Jobn Young, Cli£f Wellis, I 
E. Reynol ds, Len, Jo s i e end El ea nor Peckman, Bob 8nd Ben ,Yhit er, 
E. Blight. 

mxJAMIN G. ffl!ITID. 

OIJJ BOYS' ilOOK CWll (Northe rn Section ) 

wees Mee ting, Ss turd ey lllay 12th. 

The :nce ti ne et 239 Hyde Perk Road was he l d on th e eve of 
our long-a.waited London trip , and en atmosph er e o f ex c ite ment 
wPe f e lt, par ticu lar ly by those who • e re t o l eev e fo r the Sout 
ilIDllodi at ely af te r th e meeting. 

Al l th e same , a very s ucc ess ful e nd happy tim e was hed, 
e nd we were gra tifi ed by the att endan ce, taki.ne into ec count 
t he abse nc e on holidlly of mBll;y of our nr egulP rs", f'nd of th e 
f ac t that the Chairman end our North ern Corr espondent had h Pd 
t o l eo v e ce rli er f or London then the rost of th e "d eput at io n". 

Our Vi ce-<:he innan, ilill ':"/illiemson , op ened th e proc eed i ngs 
and gav e a very sp eci Pl welcome to two members who wer e me.k::l.ng 
th eir f ir st visit to th e Clu b . The se W <Jre Leona rd Al len f rom 
Sheff i e!~ , and Her be rt Si debo tt om of Heeding l ey, Leeds . 

Th~ Sec r ot cry , Normnn Smi th , th en re Pd th e minutes of th e 
pr evi ous m~cting. He h t>d als o th o pl ea sure of ann ouncing th o 
our Presid ent , Fr llnk. Ricb t>rds, had pr e sent ed th e lib r ary with 
number of his 71ork s in bound vo lume form, r nd dr ew t h e c t t e n t i on 
of th e Clu b t o t hese. Norman el so mentio ned th at e trip to t he 
seas id e was be in,g pl a nned ! I 

Gera l d lul iso n, the Tr ees ur er/Librori an, then ge ve his 
usua l r epo rt. The Libr ary h ed aga in bed" rec ord month - t l,e 
8th in su ccess i on, whil s t th e numbe r of boo ks borrowed end l ent 
now had topp ed 1000 . He re ed corre s pon den c e from vDr io ua ~ 
pos t e l members .. Our Fl ee twood momber, Geo r ge Rflmsbotto m, had 
been in hospit al and had had An oper E"tion. Ho;:1 was now get ti 
well nge in, and woe grateful for th e pl co sur e th e libr ary had 
eiv en him whil s t he hed been ill . 

Fr rnk c as e of Li verp ool a lso se nt his beet wishes fo r th e 
London trip , end wish ed h e co ul d he v c come too. 

Dcs i des th o proj e c t ed tri p to th e s e as i de, Ger ol d sug ee s t ed 
that pvrhaps w~ mi;;ht o~n,j c e r rmble or co ~ch.ine e xcursio n tq 
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the moors or dales, on one of our Clu b-me e tU'li! Saturdays, for 
th a af t e rnoon. ff/a could t hen r e turn . t o Ryde Parle Roe<l in tim . 
for the avening . 

Inst ead of a talk or quiz . another "20 Quos tiona 11 session 
was held . Tho t eam consisted of: - J. Br ae ze Bentl ey , 
Horac e TwinhBIII, Herry Barlow ( who wee warmly welc ome e.ft er hie 
unav oid able absence of some months) end Mr s . Barlow , who 
cour age ously r esp onded to our eppee l for e l ady member of the 
si de. Gerry Alli son officiated ee Questio n- Maste r , as si s t ed 
by Mrs . Allis on. 

ill the Objects excep t one wore gu esoed ,alt houeh "Po tter 
and Gr eene " r eeched 19 questi ons . The Q.!.!' s solida;ry su.cceoa 
wee "Miss Ve ro Coetes ". Some of t ho qut:sti ons her e ca us ed 
r oa rs of l au,:h t er , end ·,vor e distinctly unkind to Vur a - who 
was amongst th ose pr e s ent. 

Teo en d bi scuits followed. The Lib r ary was r e-open ed 
end did o roori.ng trod"' , E'lnd tha n the usual "fl ow of so ul" 
hold sway • 

.L..t 9 - 15 the moot i ng "br oke up", and th e six members who 
were go inc; to London - a tt ended es f r r a s She ffi eld by Len 
.U l en, set off for the sta ti on . For thom, t he story i s 
"continu ed" in t h e r epor t of the London mee ting on the fo llow
ing day. NO!!E: Next Meeting 16th June - not 9th . 

J.t tendence :- '<j. H. l'lilli emeon , S. F • .lrmite go, N. Smit h, 
J . Dree z o Bentl ey, T. noach , H. Dsrlow and Mr s . Der l ow, 
u. Harr i son, H. Twi nh rm, G . . \ llis on m d Mrs . Allison, Cyril 
Dank , Mrs . Banks an<! Christin e , v ~r r Co~tes, !i .G. Si de bottom , 
v. Pullen end D. Killinebeck. 

OLD DOYS I OOOK CL!ra (1.!idland Se ction) 

se cond succe ss ful a ee tl.nc of th e Mi dland Sec t ion too k 
pl ace on :.pr il l }th a t th e Quee n's Coll ege Chambers, Pr r ad ie e 
St re et , llirmi nghom. Fo ll owin,; pu blicity gi ven in the 
Dirminglwm hll>il of our le s t m&et i.ng vre had se veral new f ace s 
et this secon d ~ th er ing . Twen ty- nin e peop l e full of chthuai 
E'S.en met in en otmoepht...'.r e of boppy r eminiscence of t he days of 
Dilly Bunt er, Nals on Loe , Sexto n Dle kd, and o ther f avo urites. 
Pres ent t o e ound such c no t a of nost c l g i c l oya lty wore : -
the Chainnen J ock Corbet t, t he 8e c rotrry Pe t er Mell ow, tho 
Troes ur e r the l<Gv . ~·1.. Pound, r nd Lir s . Pound, and members 
Miss Derry, of Spsrkhill, llr . :li rd. Sa ltl ey, Mr. :Journo, 
Y.011;:et.;y, Mrs. Drovm, Perry Drrr, :Mr. Bl e ck . So ll y Oflk, 
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i1r Cr rr.;..l l, Crnno n ni.11 , :!iss J . Cc r r ol l, Cr ~f't .Jcrr, idr . r ne I 
h!rs . Dorcy , Ol t on , l,J'. Dtl& , Sm('ll Uoti th, .:r. Fr c nkl in , Perry ~e rr, Hr . ~~l e tch e r, Fi ll c nel ey, Mr . Gn:,c;ory, Uer bcrno , 
!Ir. Uubbell , Erding ton, Mr . l!smmersl ey , King s Het\ t h , Mrs .Moulton , cast l e Droar,tich, Mr. Por sons , Hockley, Mr. Prott , Foi rf'i e ld , Mrs. Price , Spe rkhill, l!r . Peers , Spsrkhill , Th e Misses D. end ::,. Sc o t t , Nort hf i eld , e nd Ce nn o n Hill, Hr. Shirl ey , Steckford , Mr . Smit h, Uol lsoll Berth , lllr. Trevo r, Sout h -Ye rd.l ey. 

/,f t er th e Chainnan • s opening rd dr e ss the S ecreter,- r eed th e JJinut es ond corr e sp ond en ce ; th en come the Tr eas ur e r ' s 
report. The liv e ly discussi on whi c h followed cb ntred pri n cipo lly on the ~osoibil i ty of f orming v Cl ub libr Pey , And t he eraount of' mc=n.bers '' s ubsc r ip tion. It wos l'er,eed tha t the su b-
sc r i ption bo 2/- per month ond nrry surplus r fter o,rp e ns os ore met be pu t in r osc rv e f or t he purch~e o of o l.ib rtl ry . 

Th& noxt i t c~ on the ng e nd~ wes o quiz on chDr oct e rs ~nd plecos in the 11¥.ogn e t" sto r i es . 
This hc d b~cn compilod by Mr . Corbe tt end vms won by 

lolr. V. Smith of DollsL> ll Hee th who se nt u p r n ~u correc t pap e, t'nd r c.c oiv cc! l' priz e of e se t o f V.agnets . Our firs t "bri. ng-ond b~ " t obl o wes o firm fvvourite , Clnd c op i es or MRgno te , Gems, find C .• D. wunt o t record epeod r t current mork et pri c e s . 
"'o hPd ob t e in od th o us e of th e ki tch on t hi s ev e ning when Mrs. Pound l' nd lllrs . Moul ton propl'red f o r a ll refreshing cups ol 

:tea and coffoo. Al l good t~ coma to en end , e nd much t oo soo n it was ti.mo f or us t o v eco t o tho room . Tho r o luct~nce 
r.i th which t h e tloe tine c l o sed "" " t cmpor l'rily pre v e nt ed f rom dis po lli.n,, tho hep py a t mosph or u by tho humorous dis co vo ry thet 
the Svcrot a ry h ed boo n oi tting t ho I ns t hour on th e Ch r innen•a tril by ha t. 

On lo llvi..ng, mOClbcr s were rcrnindud o f th e Clu b • s In m .11IU,r Pl Dinn e r t o bo held on Saturday lilly 19th l' t Uinningham Intor
ns tiorwl Cent re, e t B o ' clock s harp. 

P . L. MELI.OR, 

l.lULTON ' S "BOYS • Mi.,G.:.ZTIQS" ( pi nk cov ors) WANTED. Numbe rs 3 32 
onwards . W. Dorwin, 76 ~oate n, Road , Eas t De no , Roth erhl'm . 
~: Magnots {600-900); Gvms (pre - 1000) ; Popul c rs; Holid ay IJmuala ; Pru-War Triump hs ; l!o tspurs , "lizards , Skipp e rs , 
Ldvcntur cs , Rovers , Boye ' Fri e.nee, Pi l o t s, Doys ' MogDzin ee , EllC 
Mode rn Doy-a • .:..:tao Hot spur , '"/izerd Pnd othor lulnwls . All wit ! school st o ri es . Good pri ces p,1 ,) . P . - ,111ott 67 F or j .lri dgo 
uoed .. "8h!'o rd :Ai dl csox ... 
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OUR LONDON TilIP - by Ger eld :.llison . 

Some t a lk of Dri toin' s Festival , or th e Dri ti sh In dustries F•ir 
as .among th e se • ts O' London, ~1hich mak' f owlc st end end st or e . 
But when ten of us fr e ' Yorkshire, cum up by last n :.iet •s tr e i n , 
The first pla c e that ~ asked f or, wer e "Hume House,Lordshfjn e !" 

uNe,y~" s e i d e st ertl ed bobby , "th er e ' s nowt to s ee do1m th ere , I 
It's miles sway fr om ' t -festiv al , or ' tBrit ish In dustries Foir . 
Ther e ' s no ekylons the r e; nor nylons ; I don •t think there's e I 

".b,y l f\d, 11 wa cal mly answe r ed , 11but th e r e is I t Ol d Boys Dook.ub';' 
clu b •• 

''\le 've fowk th ~r c waiti ng for us, Len, J os i e , Bob and Den, I 
tind Roger, non r.nd Cherli o, ond othe r unknown fri end s , 
Don' t t olk t o us o •t Festiv e ! , you'll nobbu t was t e your puff. 
Just point 1 t -r ot1d to Eas t Dul..:i.ch , and th e n th ('' s done enough." 
,1 pMsing str onge r hoa rd us as k f or th e O. D.D. C. 
1,nd t a lk about the Magnet , Gem, Union-J ack and Ne l son Lee . 
nExcuso m~ , l ed s, 11 he s oi d flt l Aat, "but I heAr d whet y ou s aid 
Is ther e e place in London .-,here th os e boo ks ar e stil l r eed? " 
"Ther e is en ' oll " we answered , "!and th at' s whe r e we 'r e off no 
nyou cen koep you Lord ljl,l'nd Md.me. Tussa uds, end oll your oth er 

The South Dank Exhi bition w~ul d h ave been built in v ei n 
If vi s itors t o London , knew obcut Lordship Leno. 

shows . 

By now e c rowd hOO: gc th er ec!. The news spreed qui ckly round 
That a ll our f evouri te boo ks of ol rl wer ' s omewher e t c be f oun d 
•Ti ll up cE1mo Herb ert Morri so n , ,_.,nd wi I i m Ger l' l d Bf'rry . 
And when~ f ound out whvt wos up , th ey r ea lly pl eycd ol d 

Herry: 
''f:'fh.y di dn I t we know of this be f or e? " t hey very crossly cried. 
11\"ic coul d hf've e a.ved ~ l ot of c~eh , if only we had tri ed . 
To i;hink whet t eeming mul titud ee th er e woul d h eve boon t o s ee 
If only we hcd pub lici sed thi s hor e O .D . !l .C . " 
' '\"/ell , we'll know bette r next tim e; and 1n 20 - 51 
You can be t your boo ts up on i t - th er o wi ll be much mor e f un. 
For in tlwt yea r th e Festiv al, we t oll you very plain, 
Uill be"""iield do,-m in Eeet Dulwich , a t Hume Hous e , Lordship Lan, !" 

:lit.!-TED: C .D. t.nnua l e 19~7 , 194 8 , 1949, 1950 , 
iJii'1" Martin , 93 Hills i de , St oneb r i dge Perk , London , N.'.7 .10 . 
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L"TTE!l DO X 

C. D. ,;fould Be Incomplet e \iithout 
Letters from Frank llicharde. 

'lpril 24th, 1951. 
Deer Herbert Leol<enb7, 

Thanlt 700. for yours th1a morning. Yes , I bBV9 119""ral 
·nsperea• of the -II ph otogreph, and am T<Yr7 pleaaed to a-1 
one of th,_ rolliJlg down to Rio. I 8111 d8"l"'tclline it 11:( the 
8llal8 poet, 110 that our friond Ronsld fJJ8Y receive it before be 
l"""""' for hie ,,._r holldll;JB. 

I had every pleeecnt lett e r from ROllBld Hunt e r about the 
radi o pl e;y, which I wp,s g lad to l et>rn ceme through perfect ly 
a t Ri o , though at this end the short wave -e v e ry refrtictor.,, 
aDl I lilltened-in in vein. Howe ver, the illlC kindly sent - a 
cop7 of the Portuguese tr a nslation, e o I was Bbl ~ t o reed it 
whil e giving ear t o the eq ueeks And squall s of th e short WSTe. 

Th e pap e r ehorteg e h es set in cgcin es severely ee eTer, 
if not more e o . I hop ed that we hed done with it! 'lhat 8 

hope! However Cill;y Bunt e r's Po st a l Order c ort c inly will 
cp peer this month, and according t o my l Ateet in! o:nnotion The 
Scapegrace of S t . Jim's a nd Telbot •s Secr .. t will e l ao b e out 
b;y th e end of the month: but with re ge rd t o th oso two I won't 
f eel quite cert c in till I see them. Poo r "J ack" is relegated 
to the dubiOUB future , and Rooo ood end C1Jrcroft rc.m,,in on the 
kn e es of th e god s. If this go"e on I think I shn ll chuck 
writin,;, end cc rry out my oriJ ,"Ull'l intention - f ormed in 1880 
- of go ing to seat 

No doubt yau noticed c reference in the D~i l;y Jleil ,-eater 
day - the <:lho m-wre column - t o th e new OiJIX:, Dirminghem . 
From whet I h ea r thi s ;youngst e r s eems t o be very thri vi.ng . 

ll i th kind re gs rds , 
Al1fl'Y8 y-oure sincerely-, 

PBAllK RICIWIDS • 
I bell9"" I omitted t o eclmowled8e th e lat e st C.D . Billy 
Bunter'a fault! Guod ea eirnr , rq dear boy, or b e tt e r. 

Wey 11th, 1951. 
Dee r Herbert l)eckenby . 

11ru1:, th r.nka f or th e C .D. The incr ease to 1/6 does not 
aurpri~e me: excepting that ;you have been a ble t o delay- it 
s o l ong: f or i t wee ob vi ously inevitable. 

They sa;y thBt eve ryt hing th a t gc&e up :llUSt c ome d uwn: 
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but i f that rul e ap pli es t o th e pric e of pap e r , I fe ar t hat 
we have e l ong t im e t o wsi t bef or e we hoar it bump! Acy how, 
where in t he three kingdoms i s en equally goo d eig hteen 
p ennywor th t o b a f ound ? 

I was very in tore ste d in Mr. Jones ' a articl e on J .N .P. , 
and co v.ldn' t agree more wi t h what he says: th ough it did 
reawaken some o l d memor i.ee that I would lik e t o l eav e un
r emembe r ed . Roge r J enki. ne' articl e on Rookwood is really 
good r eading. He evident ly knows his subject ins i de out, and 
I must eay I appr eciate his r emark about th o subtlety of de
lin eati on of charac t e r causing th e same t o bo sometim es over
l ooked . He i s ri ght, to o , t hat tho whole of th e Rookwood 
series in th e Doys ' Fri end wee th e gen uin e good s. I al,mys 
had e grea t affect i on fo r "Uncl e Jamesn, and I had some happy 
weeks writing th e book that Mandevill e 's ere t o publi sh about 
him, - if t he pape r aho rt ege doesn ' t kn ock him on the b ead! 

Dear Mr. Leck enb y, 

With kin d r ega rds, 
Always your s sincere ly, 

FMNK RICHARDS. 

Three of Them! 

MANDEVILLE FUDLICdrIONS, 
45, Gr eat Russell St. , 

London, W .C .1. 
17 th May, 1951 

Hereunde r li s t of forthc omi.n(; Tom Merry boo ks, which I am 
happy t o state will be publish ed soone r than was anti ci pa t ed. 

Tom L!errJ Ser i e s 
Scapegrace cf St . Jim's Juw, 7/6 
Tal bot ' s Secre t AUf,'"llSt 1 /6 

Rookwood Series 
Riv al s of Rookwood Schuol, Septembe r, 7/ 6 . 

Yours sin ce r e ly, 
a . E. GEillui.,.lD. 

(Note change in Messrs . Mandevill e Publications add r ess . - 11. L.) 

WAN!'ED: Girls' magaz in es, Schoo l Fr ie nd, Schoolgi rls• Own 
( week ly end monthly), Schoo l g irl, Sch ooldays. .Uso Schcolgi rl s ' 
Own ;.nnuals and Cliff !louse Annua l s . lt.lso Holi day Annuals f or l 
1920 , 1921 , 1925, 1927, end 1928 • .\rthur J. South wsy, 
P .O. nox 3 , nea c onsfie ld, Capo Provin ce , South :d'ric o . 



JUNE. l.9 51. 
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Editor, - H. u. Bond - 10 , Er w Wen , Rhi r,bina, Cardiff . \tales. 
- r . - r .- . -.- . - . - .- .-. - .- . -.- .- .. -.- . - .-.-.- . - .- . - . -.-.-.- . -.-
THE Rotmo TABL E. 

Once mor e t he summer sea son ha s come along 
and \dthin a :fen ,reeks ~any members of the Sexton BJ.aka circl 
will be on their Yru.f to the sea or the oountry. When I t't'nS 
a l ad and the dea r old UNIOH JACK waa goi ng strong , nothing 
pl ea sed me better then to spend the sunmer holida.y s ,u th 
Bl nk e . I coul d be foun d si:rt on a stile o r lying on a s :::ndy 
be a ch wit h either the u.J. or e.n S. B. L . I st ill t ry and 
sp end part of "'Y ho lidays 1·rith the La n from Balcer St;reet even 
t houe,> ti.11Jes heve changed . llo r1 and then I find "'Y eie,> t 
year old s:,n enj oyi ng the c.dv enturo s o f the sane ch u r-<.1.ctor 
in the pa ge s of t ho KNOCKOur COi.ITC nnd I murvol st the v.,y 
in d 1i ch Bl a ke h u s kept hi s populority de s pi te ,-.hat I conside 
to be TillllY cha n ges f or th e ,·.or se . I om no t a lover of the 
comic st r ip nnd co ul d never interest myself in the p i ctorial 
ll.dventure n of my r ~v ourito char a cter b ut neverthe l ess he sti 

1 r emains a l i ve nn d interests young a nd old ali ke . Unlike 
many ot h er l a ds of his a ge my boy u ill bo ab l o tc give his 
opinions 0£ t ho old U. J. s to r ies befor o h o is much ol der :.md 
it y,ill bo vory in t er e st i ng to n oto his re a ctions. 'l'imos 
h C'.V O chah ge d gr e at ly i n ov ory conc c iv a bl o r.:i.nnn or '1i n co tho 
192 0 1 s nh on I YJUS en j o ying tho U. J . to th o full. Tho T!lo.l'lY 
illustr :.1tio ns in thoso ol d copies amply co n firm this , but 
s or.10h o r1 th o stori e s do not GC(l?l to cl .t o o uch , e xc ept in on e 
or t \ ,o i:1 st nnc o s . no for cnc e s 0£ jct engine s o.nd atom bombs 
~o en tir e ly r.ii s ~i ng , but t he r e ,·:oro u~ ny unho .:.rd of ( i n tho s e 
doys) inventi ons otc d1 ich I i:mrvol.l od o.t t hon but mi ch cy 
l ~.d fi nd s co t:ll..'lOr.pl nc o. Hor.over , as I remarked, Bl ~c is th e 
u c.i n th bg and dospit o th "t oxcollen t u rticlo by Tot:l Hopp cr ·ton 
l a st o ont h he livo s on in r.::iom.ory if not in poroon. A second 
se r ies S. B. L. \.'il l a.l rc ys sc::oro ovor o 3rd se ri e s volur. 1e in 
my ostinoti on •:mi l e th o l nttor ,'rill undoubt odly bo tho f.ivourit o 
of tho aodor n l a d until an other se r ies ev entually tuk cs its 
pl a co . And oo th o t ic es chc.ngci and ye t for s oo. c o f u s rCL1D.in 
a s they •:X)ro . I go on holid ays n e xt ,·1Cck :ind VAll s oo th c.t 
o. nw:ibor of S. B. Ls nro p :i.ckod in ay ca.se . Th is y oo.r, for tho 
first tiDo I sha l l on joy Blck o on Bl nck p ool sands l 

H .L,. Bond . 



Gornld Allison. 

~ t~ ~·40 Down" ~ilnry Kin g. Q.CN( 237 (Apnl t od _Pross - 7dl. 
Quito good . rtU:,ry l-:ing is kooping up to tho atan ,.Jnrd 

he sot in his fi rst Sexton Blake story . 
Ot courso, if tho t uxi-drivor at Rodr.ood stntion had 

clo..-,nod tho cho.lk dust otf tho sent ot his car , o r if ho 
h ad boen on duty 'l>hcn Tinker ms snooping roimd, tho ta.lo 
would h:<Ve anded on po.go 14-. 

Hot·evor , Blo.ke doservod a. bit of luck . Fr0t1 thm on , 
tho action ,,,,_ s unflagging. 

•'l'h.e 
S. B.L 

Fair to nvero.go. 
hea vily voiled ~ 

thon Parsons .. 

"Bef or e I say anything• , sh c d1ispors , "I uu st insist 
on ilnd:Dfih inviol able socrocy . I canno t - I d.:lrc not 
risk boing involved in scandel "• 

But, four po.gos lator, &10 e11sps furiousl y, "Nothing 
ni.ll stop co, noithor acnndnl , nor anything also. I ' l l 
shriok the trut h froc t ho h ouso-to ps" . 

Vory car ol os a .riting !Jr . Pnrrons. 
I c.croo •:dth Suporintondmt (NCll' Soopor, p l cnso l ) 

vonnor ,hon ho says on pago 4-2, - "Ono dnys tho ph one ,.<ill 
r in g and an ag itated voice s.li.ll toll co that Jc;r. Edna rd 
cortor hns boon fotnd murdorod in rovolting circ wstll!l cos ". 

Rell on that dnyl 

- •• -·-··•- .,...-.- . -.-.-.-.-.- . - r .- r.- .-.-,-,-.-.-.-.-,-.-.-
• SEXl'OII BLAKE Ill TIG ED'.'lARDIAN ERA• 

l ook otrf; for tho non serio s by WALTER \VEB!! 

Pa rt l ,.oill ,w;>oar in th o J uly nu:,!), r of tho c.n . 

Abo next conth "SEXTON BLAl<Z !Ir HOUE" 

by '.Vilfr od Dar\'./.in. 



FOR THE SECOHD TI; .:E 
in fiv e yccr s an .il:lpostor is at ·.Dr k . 

Yes , soacono intent on stoaling l nur ols froo Sexton Bl.a.ko 
ago.in a.ppoars on t ho bo0kstalls. I s ho tho nys t cr-i oua 
inposto r spolw n o f by Toe Hoppo rt on . Oh no ! Ho is , on co 
0 gni n t he 1 f:.ltlous I London pri v3to invosti go.t o r Ruston Garr 
o:f no do:finito a dd r ess . And he is a ided and u b attod by 
a b ig und bulky ox pol ic a:i.:,.n dt h l ar go hands '111d 1'o at and 
a r ound r od f"nco co.llod Gcorgo L~.nsc ll. Geor ge , incid "-nt:t.ll y 
i s appa r ent l y us keen on stee l ing l n.uro l s froo Ti nk e r ::i.s 
his onpl oyor is froc. Dl :UC:o. Wo ·.:-ould not aind hie 
hi-j ncking t hese !1onours .f'ron Ed 1.nrd 0-.,rt c r but no do not 
like hin stealing dire c tly . And to a dd to al l this bur o 
faced p il fering of' honours y:c nr o sho cked to l o:'.lr n t h at 
SUporintcndon t R i ch<'.rd Vizard is follo ;, ing in the f ootsteps 
of h is uno rt hodo x frien d s by attcapt i ng to t uk o tho pl.! co of 
.:iur d ee r ol d 11So0.r>or0 - Cl audius Venner . You ar o shocked ? 
And r i ghtl y so ! ll"w l ot ac expl.rin th,rl; nll t h i s jigge ry 
pok e ry i s c onta i ned i n a n c,:, book j ust pu bli shed by Wr i.) 1t 
nnd Bro,n at 6/-. It is cel. l o d tfJ.Jo Al i bi for i..i.ur do r 11 t"'.nd 

is an ~ l11os t oxnct r oprint of s .B.L. 3rd so r ios Ho . l.ll 
"l'h o Riddle o:f tho Ind ia n Al i bi" • I t is nic o to kno, ·: t ha t 
a Bl cko autho r l ike J.ir . Pe r sons s.'iould find o no of his 
nove l s ov:,il::b l o fo r t h o l i b rurios , bu t it is dopl. or a bl o 
t h at ono of his origino.l Blu ko s t ori es sho ul d b o rcha.sho d. 
\'!ly sh oul.dn 't Bl.cko o.ppe= in t he bo ok? It ccn ' t bo a 
quostion o :f co pyr igt?t can i~ Or is i t t hat t ho A. P , o r 
'J & B Ltd :foal thn t t ho nnuo of Blake nil!1l t spo il a sa l e . 
I have al ,·,uys b e en ar;:c.ins t this reprinting bus i ness nnd 
t h:i. no" book onco o.gui n gi v es ac t ho oppo rl unit y t o oxpross 
ay vi ous . Ur. Paroons i s a pro l i .fi c :.,u:thor as wo n.11 knou ,. 
I su ggo,n; that ho , .,..it cs origiml. n ov e ls for t ho l. i b ra r.l.oa 
in sto :ld o :f u ll o,rlng hi s Ill. ak a st orio s to bo r ohashod . Curr 
c :on nav or · t ak o t h o p l :ico o :f Bl v.ko in th e y os of t ho Bl.ale e 
futUJ '111d i t is not r i ejlt t hn t tho n o n- Blnk o ro:,do r sho ul.d 
bo force d t o JlClY 6/ - :for ::1 no val. d1ich ,,as or iginal ly pu b
l is h ed fo r 7 4. I do not c!oubt t ha t t ho sto ry i s w rt h 6/ 
but t l1'lt is not tho poin t . To t he gct,u i no Saxton Blak e 
en thu sia st i t i s dop 1 or o.bl. o t h at a ouso s.h ich , ·ns o r i gin a lly 
su cce ss fully c oncl uded by the ir f a vourit e c hurac t o r sh ould 
b o br ough t t o li f e f'or socoo n o al. oo to sol v o . 

H. L . Bond • 



COJii.;E;!T. 

"I likod Toe Ho?;>orton' s c rticlo n lot , al.thou@' it ""' 
c b t!t destructi v e. If mo.ko i s doad, as ho says , thoro 
isn 't ou ch poi rrt in continuing roport ing hio r.dvontu ros. 
no,. ovor , ovon Sherlock Holcos "'" onco killed off, nnd hnl 
to bo broul',jit b ack to life . I think our attitude should 
be ,- "Soxton Blako is Doad. Long li vo Sexto n Blo.ko !" 

Gornld Alli sai . 

Il!SP I RATIO!l. 

Tho f oll o\lmg sho rt r of or cnco to Blak o and don r old 
Pedro tr. s tak en out froc an ol d co?y of tho 11.ndiotlTiCo ,. 

I h cvo ol\-.ays like d dot octivo stori e s . As 
a schc-ol boy, I cou1 d raiao no intorost in 
proving Pyth ogirns • Thoo ty I but I ,·ns al 
my o onthu si osti c ,·hen it cec a to oolving 
t ho probla:is confronting )Jolson Leo , Nick 
Ca rtor, an d ell t ho other f atlou s :ilouth
ho unds o f till day , The o=p l c s ot by 
Sherlock Holce s ,r.s alono rosp on:dblc for 
ay oxcruc iating scrapi ngs on tho viol in, 
and Sexto n Dl r.kc' s om bl oc clhound inspired 
co to inrl.i ct on ny fi r,rl; pup::,y t h~ ncoe 
"Podro". Uy ont hu!.ia SO, ho \·DY"or, did not 
extend to toking coo a in o, qn<) oy Pod r o 
dov olopod a disp ositio n to potty la rceny 
thich ,..,uld hnvo shocked hi s n::cosako . 

I ,·mldo r if th e nut hor Roginold Jordnn is stil l in
torostod in Bl.oleo? 

Wilfred Im- ,iin . 

AR'l'IllLES AHO FEAWR:;s .\RE tmru :TLY ICQUIRr:D RJR BLAKLUiA,. 
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BLAKE THROUQ{ Tli:i: YE.\RS. ( continuod) WALT~il ·.EBE• 

To concJ. udo thi s so ri oo ot nrticlos o f Elnko in tho 
Vi ctoric.n Er n I ·:till t " k" th o s;,o tl igh t rsm y f'rcc t ho 
Conf'oro:1c o Ta bl o , aroun d t'Jlich th o autho rs, e ditor s and. 
hiw,o r- upe o f th e p e rio d uro ~ th or od in clobate, and intro
duc e n 36 y<..nr old Viotor i...-m noval ist \il o tns , cc.qy yea.rs 
l a t or, to enter th o fi eld Jf Bl nk o writera. His m ac -
Art h ur Honry Pa.t orson. Born in Bo\1don, Choshi ro o n tho 
15th Jul y 18 62, ilr th ur P de rson ,.ns c shoop 1'n n::ier in N.,,., 
~ ixico b ot \.'<:on. t!to ·yonrs 1877 to 1879, e nd 1"::i.ro od in Wo:J"torn 
K:u,sc s bot neo n l.87 ~ nn d 1889. Ret urning to England in 
l.88 1 h o e nt ered a t1or ch nnts ofi'i. co in Birk er.ho a d, a ndo 
boginning =i.s n cl e rk ro so to tho po st of sub- m.nn.gor. Th o 
olovon yours bot ,10cn 188 5 to 1896 """' h im ns tli strict 
Secrot<, ry of t ho Charity Orgn i sa tion Soo ioty in La nd or, 
during du. ch t:!D c h o ;·ro t o his first bo o k "Tho Bo tto r i.J:m" 
,,hi ch """ p11~iohed i n l.890 , 

It ,:oul.d h nvo b oo n po s sib l o , at th o ti.D o 01' wlli.ch I 
ffl'ito, t o hn voobtain od ono of Art h ur Pntorson ' o oo sl; thrillin@ 
and .. .,,,ccss1'ul: bo ot s "A Son Of Tho Pl.ains" frot1 a ny l<lrgp l 
booksol l or s in t ho gr oot n otro po lia . It ,as :fi rst p ubl.i ahod 
in l.89 5. I t v.oa ,non ho h nd ontorod in t o th e t ,-ril. i ght of 
his r.riting =roc r t J,c,.t t ho cutho r f i r st beg a n to chroni cl o 
Blnk a' s exploi ts and it ia su d t o r o:flao t t hct in tho 
r :ipi<ll.y c.dv::. nci 11g da y o p ri ar to h is douiao, in wlti.oh he 
OODJ)l ot oc! ol.ovo n sto ri es for t ho UNION JACK• ho shoul.d l.ivo 
onl y sufficien tly long to soo thrco of t hw in p rint. A 
fin, ,rri tor, Arth ur Pa terson pao sod n, ·.ny on th e 1 6t h J .·.nw:. ry 
l. 9 28 ot tho u go of 65. 

On th io socb ro noto t ho curtain ri ngs down on tho 
Vi ct orhn oro. :ind tho spo t !igb t 1:~v os on to th e Lii.t,1:J.rdinn 
p ot'iod , <luri ng t"hich tit .Jo i::>oxton Bl:::ilco' s stock ro so h i(#l o r 
still , This , ho· .:ove r, ciust b;, t ho subjo ct fo r anot ho r 
ec ri oo of articl e s . 

- - 00000 -- Tl!E :Cl·IDo -- ooOoo --

YOUR OPI !lION OF Tl!E \'/ALTER l'IEBB Sll:RIES ll! LL BE 
VI:RY l..1/CH APP~CIJ\T:CD , SEED IT TO THE 

E!lITOR OF BLAKL'. ,:. . ·.11:T:i our Dil.AY , 



T:'.E &;;:T o;! 3L.'JC:S LI3R.:'.RY (FIR~ SERIES) 19 15-1 925 . ( 2 ) • 
-.-.- ,- . .... - .- .- . - . .... ,,,,-~ .- .- .- •:"' .- .- - r ,- . - .- . - .- - . - .-. - .-

1 7 . Tllo:ir Groo.t Advonturo . 
18~ Tho !lnnko r • s ~'r u:,t . 
1 9 ..; His Exco l loncy 1 s Socrot . 
20..; In Trip l o Disguise , 
21 . Tho Golc!m Bol t s. 
22 . Tho Cnse 0:f 1i10 C::sll i orcd Oi',i'ico r. 
23 . Tr aitor and Spy . 
24 . Tho l·al 1:!i th Tho Groen bYoe..; 
2s ; The Socrot or Or:Jkors Folly . 
26 ; Tho D:>bnssy Dotcctiv c . 
',fl ; A Cuso Of Bbclmo.il . 
213; Saxton Dl :::k c- s,occi c:l Constc. bl o. 
29~ Tho c~t :3po.\1 . 
30 ; Tho 'l'hrcc 1'mils , · 
31 ~ Crnf't an d Cunnin g. 
32 ~ Ten Yc:nrs After .. · 

;; . Graydo n . 
JJ~ Osborne . 
A. I1urr ~ ~ 
W. M. Gray don. 
A, i.iurrny . 
VI .M. Gra ydon . 
A . S. Hardy . 
11..; Ohbo rno , 
A, llurrny . 
11. Graydon. 
E; Al ai .; 

tng:e~rnlfuray 
VI .M . Graydon . 
'/1.M. Gray don. 
E; Ollborn~ 

--------------- ----------------- - ------------
THE SEXTON ilL/JG,; Liffi. \RY (5CCOl/D S!:RIES) 1925- 1 941 ( l ) . -.-.-.-~ -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.--.-.-.-.-,,.. -·-.-..... -.-.-.-.-.-

1 . The Socrot Of' Tho Cocor:.nut Grov os , G.H. Toed .' 
2 .· 1'ho Advent ure of the A.n~cr:, .. .,o Pri nce . I.:. Gr;:zy"don. 
3 ~ Tho Cc.so Of The Dop~rt cd /J.icns . A. Bltir ~ 
4_- Tho Yoll or, Cut • G. Ch ester .: 
5; The ~yst or y Of Tho ?l ::-.ti:iut1 ilug:;ct. P. Quiroulc . 
s; 'l'ho Cr.so Of' Tho N~.·•nb ' s Son. li . Grnydon_-
7 ~ The Adventure of th o !:Q111ti.--:.n Stu.1.ont. c . Br isb:no . 
a; Tho CaEo Of' The Ten Dicr..:.ond a. G. 11. Teed . 
9~ Tho Caso OJ: Tho ""'n f/!io HcYor Slept . G~ Evans . 
10 ~ Tho Affair or Tho Phcntoa Ca r . E. J . t;u rray . 
11 ; Tho Hunchb~.ck Of Hc.tton Cerdan . H. Groo:,ry Hi ll . 
1 2. The Cnso 0£ Tho Society Bl (tckO:.ilor . ii . Gn::.ydoo.· 
l3 ~ Tho liyst t ry Of '!ho Sr,c.nloy Viaduct ~ A. Skono . 
14; Tho Cr.se O:f Tho Bogus 3ri do. G. Chest or.: 
l ~ Tho Cruubl oro ck Crino . J\ .• Blci. r ~ 
1 6. Tho Clue Of Tho Focr i'iigs ~ C. H. Tood ~ 

lloxt ,lonth : - Furthe r UNIOJ-1 JACK tit l es ~ 


